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Ru kiln and the so-called Ruguan Kiln: A historical
review of the study on the character of Ru kiln

Hee-gwan Lee
(Former chief curator of Horim Museum)

The Ru ware is a representative and renowned Chinese porcelain. Some people call
this Ru ware Ruguan ware. The Ruguan ware probably means the official ware made in
Ruzhou (#JM). It was Percival David who originally presented the view that Ru ware had
the nature of an official ware. His assertion was suggested in his thesis, “A Commentary
on Ju Ware” published in 1937. What he presented as core base material was a round-
shaped test piece (#iHfls KHH) with the letters “Da Guan Yuan Nian CKEIICAF).” However, he
did not call the Ru ware Ruguan ware. It wan was Koyama Fujio (/NLIE-+7) who made
the name of Ruguan ware. Koyama Fujio perceived Northern celadon as Ru ware, but he
admitted that he was wrong after he read the thesis of Percival David. Nonetheless, instead
of discarding his view, he gave the new name of “Ruguan ware” to the ware which Percival
David had designated as Ru ware.

However, the name of Ruguan ware lost the ground for its existence, as the round-
shaped test piece with the letters “Da Guan Yuan Nian” was revealed as an imitation. And
thus, the name of Ruguan ware used until Ru kiln site at Qingliangsi was discovered was
just nominal. As Ru kiln site at Qingliangsi was found in 1986, the theory of the official
ware emerged again, centered on the view that the Ru kiln is Northern Song official kiln.
However, it is difficult to regard it as granting objective validity to the name of Ruguan
ware. The reason is that many researchers hold an opposition to the theory of official ware.
My basic view is that the emergence of the name of Ruguan ware rather have caused just
some confusion to the research of Ru ware.

Since the Ru kiln was established at the end of Northern Song, the name of the kiln
site was Ru kiln. After the name of Ruguan ware appeared with a doubtful reason in the
20th century, confusion surrounding the concept and name of the Ru ware began. I think
there is a need to return the name of Ru ware, which is the original name, abolishing the

name of Ruguan ware whose objective validity was not secured.

Key words : Ru kiln, Ruguan kiln, Percival David, Koyama Fujio, Ru kiln site at Qingliangsi,
Northern Song official kiln
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