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Adjustment Process and Social Differentiation
of the Attached-rim Pottery Culture

- Focusing on Pit Burials in the Western Jeonbuk Region -

Jong-Yeol Song

(Honam Cultural Property Research Center)

Large-scale clustered burials of the Attached-rim pottery culture are being
discovered in the western Jeonbuk region, mainly around the Won Stream sphere. This
paper traces the reasons, processes, and meaning of the burials’ appearance and adjustment
in the region.

Attached-rim pottery culture sites in the western Jeonbuk region are distributed
along the landscapes with beneficial waterway transportation and can be divided into seven
main districts. Each district yields high-rank members’ burials which exist at distinctive
localities or different hills within a site. The degree of a district’s social stratification can
be inferred from comparing the pit burial sizes and prestige goods, and the most noticeable
differences are in the existence of bronze mirrors. Therefore, the Won Stream, Kiyang
Stream, and Wonpyoung Stream spheres can be established as the highest hierarchical
districts, where bronze mirrors are found. During the initial appearance of the Attached-
rim pottery, the Won Stream and Kiyang Stream spheres were central for those highest
hierarchical districts, but a reorganization centering the Won Stream sphere occurred when
iron implements originated. Large-scale clustered pit burials in the Won Stream sphere are
formed along the different hills for different clusters and high-rank members’ burials are
being found within each cluster. Prestige goods from a high-rank member burial exhibit
the member’s nature and social stratification can be inferred from such interpretation. Such
social stratification may be deeply related with Gojoseon’s bureaucracy system after the 4C
BCE. Local-type burials with foreign-type offerings, distributed around the main districts,
may be the local origin forces. The social differentiation and stratification observed from
large-scale clustered pit burials in the western Jeonbuk region seems to influenced the
Mahan society formation in the area, grounding the foundation for local-characterized

Mahan small polities to generate and develop their organizations.

Key words : Western Jeonbuk region, Main district, Social stratification, Social differentiation,
Mahan
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